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2024 Chinese Classical Poetry Recitation Contest
for School Students

The Confucius Institute in Coquitlam successfully concluded the 2024 Chinese Classical
Poetry Recitation Contest for British Columbia school students, a significant event that
celebrated the rich literary heritage of China. Held from October 12th to December 31st,
the contest was open to all students from kindergarten through grade 12, providing a
valuable opportunity for young learners across the province to engage with classical
Chinese poetry.

The contest was meticulously structured, with participants categorized into "heritage" and
"non-heritage" divisions, acknowledging varying levels of Chinese language background
and promoting inclusivity. 141 Students were submitted the audio recordings of their
recitations of classic Chinese poems, allowing for participation from across the province.
The chosen poems represented a diverse and well-known selection from China's literary
canon, including the awe-inspiring "Ascending the Stork Tower" (% # £ #%), the serene
"The River Snow" (i F), the contemplative "Asking the Moon with My Wine" (€78 7]
H), the historically significant "Tribute to Yueyang Tower" (% 8 #:12.), the patriotic "Full
River Red" (i# 7L 4r), and the evocative "The Reed" (3k#). Adding a layer of creativity,
many students chose to enrich their recitations by incorporating complementary musical
accompaniments, demonstrating a deeper understanding and appreciation for the poetic art
form.

The online format of the contest proved highly successful, eliciting positive feedback from
both students and teachers. Participants expressed their appreciation for the engaging
nature of the competition and the opportunity to delve into the beauty and depth of classical
Chinese poetry. The judging process was rigorous and impartial. All submissions were
carefully reviewed online by a panel of experienced Chinese language teachers and experts,
who adhered to strict judging guidelines designed to ensure fairness and professionalism.
The contest culminated in the selection of 80 exceptional winners. The award distribution
consisted of 14 first prize winners, 27 second prize winners, 39 third prize winners, and 14
special prize winners, highlighting the dedication and talent of the participating students.
All participants, irrespective of their ranking, will receive certificates of participation to
recognize their effort in this enriching cultural activity. Furthermore, the winners will be
awarded award certificates and prizes, acknowledging their achievements.

The Confucius Institute in Coquitlam will be reaching out to all participants regarding the
specifics of the award ceremony through email. This event promises to be a fitting
culmination of the contest, providing a platform to honor the achievements of the young
participants and celebrate the power of Chinese classical literature. The Confucius Institute
extends heartfelt congratulations to all the winners!
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List of the Winners of 2024 Classical Chinese Poetry Recitation Contest
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