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The 4™ Vancouver Chinese Chess Tournament Concluded Successfully
Cultural Extravaganza Bridges China—Canada Exchange

When Vancouver welcomed the spring full cherry blossoms, the 4™ Vancouver Chinese
Chess Tournament, co-hosted by the Confucius Institute in Coquitlam and Vancouver
Chinese Chess Association, concluded triumphantly from April 12 to 13. Embracing a
hybrid format, the adult competitors engaged in on-site matches while the student
participants battled virtually via Tencent's Tian Tian Xiangqi platform. This event was
jointly supported by the Atlantic International Language and Culture Inc., Confucius
Institute in Edmonton, Confucius Institute in Quebec, the Quebec Chinese Chess
Association, the Consulate General of the People’s Republic of China in Vancouver and
the Canada Chinese Chess Association.

This tournament drew the players from many major cities of North America including
Vancouver, Montreal, Houston, San Francisco and New York. Governed by the World
Xiangqi Federation rules, the seven-round Swiss-Style was adopted, which featured 30-
minute matches with a 5 second increment per move. An automated penalty system
addressed disconnections and timeout. Rankings were determined by cumulative points,
opponent scores, and winning counts. After intensive battles, 16 finalists emerged
victorious with 8 winners from each group.

In the afternoon of April 13, the closing ceremony was held and it merged with the
award presentations of the 2024 BC K-12 Chinese Classical Poetry Recitation contest and
the 2024 BC K-12 Chinese Painting and Calligraphy Contest. More than 100 people
attended the award ceremony. Distinguished guests included Counsellor Dong Zhixue
and Consul Cui Mimi from the Chinese Consulate General, and Ms. Patricia Gartland,
former Superintendent of Coquitlam Public School District. In her speech, Ms. Gartland
praised participants’ dedication and acknowledged the strong support of parents and
teachers. Counsellor Dong emphasized, “These cultural initiatives not only preserve
China'’s heritage but also strengthen Sino-Canadian ties and inspire youth to embrace
Chinese language learning.” Director Cameron Mah of the Confucius Institute in
Edmonton and the representatives from the three competitions also shared
congratulatory remarks and reflections.

The ceremony dazzled with artistic showcases: a dramatic recitation of “The Magic
Words Bottle”, a comedic cross-talk “Humorous Tales of the Snake Year”, a fiery violin
solo of “Czardas”, and a classic Yue Opera excerpt by Professor Pei Yan, a specially
invited professor of the National Academy of Chinese Theater Arts and Shanghai



Theater Academy. The fusion of tradition and modernity earned thunderous applause,
culminating the event on a high note.

Since its inception, the Vancouver Chinese Chess Tournament has grown into one of
North America’s premier platforms for Chinese cultural exchange. This year’s dual-track
model—combining competitive play with cultural performances—highlighted chess's
role as a bridge for global understanding. Organizers reaffirmed their commitment to
advancing the philosophy of “promoting learning through competition and fostering
friendship through cultural exchange,” ensuring the continued innovation and global
reach of Chinese traditions.





