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CLC Delegation Visits Coquitlam School District

On the morning of September 23, 2025, a three-member delegation from the Center
for Language Education and Cooperation (CLC) visited the Coquitlam School District.
They were warmly received by the CEO — Superintendent Ms. Nadine Tambellini,
Assistant Superintendent Mr. Steven Whiffin, and leaders of the Education Internation
Department. The meeting also included Mr. Li Wei, Director of the Coquitlam Confucius
Institute, and Project Manager Winsey Choi.

The parties held productive discussions in a friendly atmosphere. Ms. Tambellini
opened by outlining the school district's profile, with a specific focus on the development
and achievements of the Chinese-English bilingual program. She expressed her
appreciation for the CLC's long-standing support. In response, Deputy Director Sheng
Weiguo of the Division of International Programs of CLC outlined the mission and work
of the center, reaffirming the commitment to support the Chinese language education of
the Coquitlam School District. He emphasized his organization's dedication to promoting
bilateral exchange and cooperation to advance education in both China and Canada. The
discussions also covered potential future collaborative projects.

Following the meeting, the delegation visited a local Chinese-English bilingual
elementary school, accompanied by Vice Principal Heidi Upton and Confucius Institute
representatives L1 Wei and Winsey Choi. The principal, Mr. Marco Jankowiak, provided
an overview of the school, the structure and scale of the bilingual program, addressing the
delegation’s questions. The delegation then observed classroom instruction in five
bilingual classes, guided by three student ambassadors. The students' proficient Chinese
listening, speaking, and writing skills left a strong impression and received unanimous
praise. As a token of appreciation, the delegation presented small gifts to the students in
each class, which the children received with enthusiasm.

Although brief, the wvisit successfully enhanced mutual understanding and
strengthened friendly relations, laying a solid foundation for deepened future cooperation.
The exchange and collaboration between China and Canada in education and culture look
forward to even broader prospects for development.
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