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The Fifth Vancouver Chinese Chess Open Successfully Held
— Celebrating Chinese Culture Through Chess, Calligraphy, Poetry, and Art

April in Vancouver is a season of warm spring weather and beautiful cherry blossoms. During
this delightful time, the Coquitlam Confucius Institute and the Vancouver Chinese Chess
Association jointly and successfully hosted the Fifth Vancouver Chinese Chess Open on April
11th and 12th. Twenty-four players from Montreal, Toronto, Calgary, Vancouver in Canada, as
well as New York and San Francisco in the United States, participated in the adult category.
Students from the Vancouver area competed in the youth category.

The tournament received strong support from the Atlantic Language & Culture International, the
Confucius Institute in Quebec, the Confucius Institute in Edmonton, Montreal Jia Hua School,
the Quebec Chinese Chess Association, the Richmond Hill Chinese Chess Association (Ontario),
the Canada Chinese Chess Association, and the Glacier Academy for International Youth
Culture and Education Exchange. It was also guided and supported by the Consulate-General of
the People's Republic of China in Vancouver.

The competition adopted a hybrid format combining offline and online play. Adult players
competed in person, while youth players competed virtually on the Qizhe Chess platform. Jiang
Wei, the president of Quebec Chinese Chess Association, was the chief judge. The competition
strictly followed the rules of the World Xiangqi Federation, using a seven-round Swiss system.
After two days of intense competition, eight players won awards in the adult category, and three
students stood out in the youth category. Through this event, participants not only improved their
chess skills but also enhanced mutual understanding and friendship. During breaks, players
engaged in lively discussions, creating a warm atmosphere of learning and sharing experiences.

On the afternoon of April 12th, the chess tournament awards ceremony was held alongside the
award ceremonies for the 2025 BC Primary and Secondary School Classical Chinese Poetry
Recitation Competition and the 2025 BC Calligraphy and Painting Competition. Over 100
award-winning students and parents, along with participants of the Fifth Vancouver Chinese
Chess Open, attended the event. Acting Consul General Zeng Zhi and Consul Cui Mimi from the
Consulate-General of the People's Republic of China in Vancouver, Nadine Tambellini
(Superintendent of the Coquitlam School District), Jeremy Clark (Associate Superintendent),
Rong Meng (Director of the Confucius Institute in Quebec), Cameron Mah (Director of the
Confucius Institute in Edmonton), Teng Jing (President of Atlantic International Language and
Culture Inc.), Chen Zhigiang (Chairman of Montreal Jia Hua School), Jiang Wei (President of
the Quebec Chinese Chess Association), and Chen Suhan (Executive Director of the American
Glacier International Youth Culture and Education Exchange) were also invited to attend.

Superintendent Nadine Tambellini welcomed the guests in her address, expressed heartfelt
thanks for their participation and support, warmly congratulated the award winners on their
outstanding achievements, and thanked parents and teachers for their hard work. Acting Consul
General Zeng Zhi congratulated the winners and fully affirmed the event's positive role in
promoting excellent traditional Chinese culture and fostering people-to-people and cultural
exchanges between China and Canada. Subsequently, the Director of the Confucius Institute in
Edmonton spoke on behalf of the Confucius Institutes in Canada.



During the ceremony, the organizers invited students to present three wonderful performances: a
recitation of Mom's 72 Transformations, a poetry medley titled Growing Up in Time, and a
storytelling piece The Big Tiger with No Teeth. The children's excellent performances drew
warm applause from the audience, fully showcasing their outstanding achievements in learning
Chinese and their remarkable talents.

Since the first tournament, the Vancouver Chinese Chess Open has gradually become one of the
most influential traditional Chinese cultural events in North America. It not only provides a
competitive platform for overseas Chinese chess enthusiasts but also uses chess as a medium to
promote the richness of Chinese culture. Poetry is a treasure of China's millennia-old culture,
while calligraphy and painting are the essence of Eastern aesthetics. Through poetry recitation,
calligraphy, and painting competitions, China's time-honored culture can be further spread and
promoted overseas, while also stimulating students' enthusiasm and interest in learning Chinese.










